Killer escapes from jail
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(with additional comment by Bill Day, 2020)

Michael Binsaris, aged 22, was not a “killer”, but like many young Aboriginal men, he had been sentenced to the notorious overcrowded Berrimah prison on the outskirts of Darwin, to be confined with violent psychopaths, Pedophiles, sex offenders, murderers and mentally disturbed men of every sort. Therefore, it is not surprising that instead of being rehabilitated, more commonly prisoners are released from Northern Territory prisons, traumatised and struggling to deal with life on the outside.

On Monday 23 January, 2012, Michael Binsaris was working with Dominic Gurruwiwi in the low security unit of the jail when they opportunistically took advantage of an unlocked gate and entered an area for day-release prisoners. The pair then climbed a 5-metre chain-linked fence topped with barbed wire and ran through park land towards a busy main road.

Dominic Gurruwiwi had been in custody since he was 16, after being found guilty of a violent assault on 27 March, 2006. A year later, on 22 March 2007, 18-year-old Graham X had been sentenced to seven years in the same prison. Graham had been tried in November, 2006, on charges dating back to when he was 15, in May, 2003.

Sarah Crawford reported on the escape of Binsris and Gurruwiwi in 2012: “The escape was discovered a short time later and the man-hunt started ... Binsaris was arrested at a home in Karama about 6.30pm”, after about three hours of freedom. 

A police patrol spotted Gurruwiwi under the Rapid Creek footbridge on Tuesday afternoon and he was arrested after a short foot chase.

NT Correctional Services executive director Ken Middlebrook said an investigation had begun into why the gate was left unsecured. “We can never ever condone an escape from a correctional facility,” he said.

Mr Middlebrook said guards in the low-security unit kept the gate unlocked so the day-release prisoners could get their medications.

The security cameras in that zone had been fried by a lightning strike a couple of days earlier.

